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Substance (units) 

1.4-dioxane (ppb) 

Chromium (ppb) 

Chromium-6 (ppb) 

Strontium (ppb) 

Nickel 2018 

Chemical I Secondary MCL I 
.46 

ON TAP 

Collected Range of Detects 

2022 

2015 

2015 

2015 

2018 

Source To Drinking 
Water 

.Naturally occurring, corrosion 

of cast iron pipes 

0 - .55 

.3 

.32 

210 

.006 

-
Manganese 

(ppm) 

-- --

-- --

-- --

-- --

-- --

Secondary MCL 

.007 

SPRING 2023 

Possible Source 

Chemical solvent, lab reagent, 
stabilizer, adhesive, may be 

found in cosmetics, detergents, 
and shampoo. 

Erosion of natural deposits 

Erosion of natural 
desposits. By-product 
of industrial activities 

Erosion of natural deposits 

Erosion of natural desposits 

Source To Drinking 
Water 

Erosion of natural deposits 

The Grafton Water District tests for VOC's as required by the Department of Environmental Protection. Specifically our Follette Street 

well is tested quarterly due to the presence of VOC's in the ground water. A raw (pre-treatment) and treated (after-treatment) sample 

of the water is tested to determine the effectiveness of the new water treatment facility. 

The Department of Environmental Protection completed an assessment of Grafton's water sources, under the Source Water 

Assessment and Protection Program (SWAP) and determined that Grafton's threat level was high, based on the presence of at least 

one high-threat land use in our Zone II area of one of our water supply wells. You can obtain a copy of the SWAP report at the Water 

District office or on the web at http://www.mass.gov. 

The East Street Wells #2 and #3 are treated to remove iron and manganese that is naturally occurring in the ground water. Although 

iron and manganese are not necessarily a health issue they do cause significant staining and color problems in plumbing fixtures and 

the water. 

CROSS CONNECTION EDUCATION: 

A cross connection is a connection between a drinking water pipe and a polluted source. When the water system has a pressure drop, 

usually due to a leak in the system, water can sometimes siphon back into the system. An example is when a homeowner fertilizes 

their lawns with garden hose type attachments. These devices provide an avenue for the pollutant to siphon backwards into the home 

or the water system. The District recommends that you install a backflow prevention device such as a hose bib vacuum breaker on all 

outside faucets. They can be obtained at your local plumbing or hardware store and are easy to attach. This is a great way for you to 

protect your home as well as the water system. For additional information please feel free to call the Water District at 508-839-2302. 

PFAS AND PFOA IN THE NEWS: 
Recently in the news there has been a lot of talk about PFAS in water systems across the ceuntry. Per- and Poly-fluoroalkyls substances 

(PFAS) are a group of man-made chemicals. These chemicals were used in a variety of products such as: carpets, clothing, non-stick 

pans, firefighting foam, dental floss and industrial processes to name a few. Some scientific studies have suggested that certain PFAS 

compounds may affect different systems in the body. They may affect growth, learning, affect the immune system and may increase 

the risk of cancer. Preliminary studies show that these issues may increase with long term exposure in sensitive populations such as 

infants, pregnant and nursing mothers. For more information you can go to: http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/. Testing of our other sources 

will be at the direction of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

LEAD AND COPPER INFORMATION: 
On August 30, 2022 the district sampled and tested for lead and copper at 31 locations in the distribution system. Results of those tests 

showed that 6 locations exceeded the copper action level set by the federal environmental protection agency. The district is working 

with the state department of environmental protection and has been directed to resample additional sites on a more frequent schedule. 

Results of those additional tests will be available after testing is complete. The presence of coppper in the water sampling is a result of 

corrosion of piping and plumbing fixtures. The district presently treats its water and will adjust that treatment as needed. 














